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useful to rnankind,. yet I am not indifferent 
or insensible to the approbation or ap- 
plause of those who take a lively interest 
in the well-being of their fellow creatures. 

Tarn, &c. Samuel romilly. 

Tlimnas hosier, esq. Bromley Hall, 
mar Boiv, Middlesex. 

BELFAST ACADEMICAL INSTITUTION. 

To make cur readers more fully acquaint- 
ed with the present state of the Academi- 
cal Institution in tills town, we give the 
following interesting papers on that sub- 
ject. Sensible of the impel tar- ce of edu- 
cation to all ranks, and ardently ck-sirous 
that effect uai measures might betaken to 
promote its benefits, we call the attention 
of our readers to the important subject, 
;md with nYost hearty good will to the pro- 
posed Institution, we venture to express 
cur wish, that in no part of the buildings 
or management, substantial use may be sa- 
cr-'^ced to show ; or that to gam patronage 
or additional aids, the important interests of 
an independent institution may not be bar- 
tered at the shrine of power. 

Tit, Visitors, having summoned a ge- 
nera! meeting of the Proprietors of tie 
Ac wj'.mk'al I-VS'n rcTlox, to take into 
their consideration a question which ap- 
pears to them of vital importance to the 
siiccc.'s, and even the existence of their at- 
tempt to improve the state of Education 
in th :.i part of the Kingdom, think it ne- 
cessary to lay before them the following 
(iocumeuts, in order that they ma-v have, 
the necessary information for coming to a 
decision. 

The management of the atTairs of the 
Institution had been vested in the Board 
of" Managers, by a general meeting of 
Proprietors, hcid on the 4th of F tirii- 
ary, ] 808, with instructions to proceed 
according to the recommendation of the 
Committee, with whom the plan was first 
digested and acted upon, by encrearing 
tile subscriptions, and making the neces- 
sary preparations for opening .Schools and 
delivering courses of Lectures. For some 
time it was doubtful whether the latter 
of these objects could be best effected by 
making a commencement in temporary 
buildings, or postponing it until suitable 
buildings should be erected. Ihe latter of 
these was preferred by the concurrent 
decisions of several general meetings, and 
nothing now remained but to carrv the 
wishes of the proprietors into effect, bv 
eBcreasinj th* subscriptions, iud making 



the necessary arrangements for building. 
The total of the subscriptions at this tim# 
amounted to upwards of .£15,000, and it 
appeared from the instructions given to 
the Architect chosen to draw a plan for 
the buildings, that =£10,000 was to be 
laid out in their erection, leaving a re- 
mainder of =£5000 for all the other pur- 
poses of the Institution. In this- arrange- 
ment the Board of Visitors acquiesced for 
some time under the idea that the Mana- 
gers, seeing how inadequate*3uch a portion 
of the funds would be to create, what 
must be called the sr.nl of a literary- 
institution, (the endowment of Professors 
and Teachers, the purchase and forma- 
tion of a Botanical Garden,: the furnish- 
ing of a Library, and the providing ap- 
paratus for the several professors) would 
s?e the necessity of exerting themselves 
in encreasing the funds. At length, how- 
ever, fearing, from the inactivity of the 
Managers, that these observations had se- 
caped their notice, they thought it neces- 
sary on the 5th of September, 1808, to 
send them the- following message... 

" It is proposed to the Board of Man- 
agers, that for getting in the instalments 
already due, and collecting additional 
subscriptions, a Committee be appointed, 
at every weekly meetir^g of the Mana- 
gers, consisting of two persons who shall 
be required to use their endeavours for 
this purpose during the interval, and re- 
port at the next weekly board. To obvi- 
ate any objections that may be urged a- 
gainst them. ..the Collectors, in perform- 
ing this duty, they shall be furnished 
with a short and perspicuous statement 
of the Institution, its funds, the views- 
entertained respecting it, and the sum 
necessary to give it full effect ; suppose 
=£10,000 for buildings, and =£'-,'0,000 for 
professorships, &c. and candidly inform- 
ing individuals that without their co-ope- 
ration-, this great national undertaking 
mtut even now fall, or degenerate into a 
common school, and become a reproach 
to the country." 

An answer was sent, intimating, that 
such a committee as had been recommen- 
ded was appointed ; " but that the Ma- 
nagers thought it imprudent to press the 
collection of new subscriptions through 
the country, until some progress has been 
made in the buildings ; that this was de- 
layed for want of a plan, but that every 
exertion in their power wa» mad? t« ffeP- 
ward.it." 
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On perceiving from this answer that no 
means were to be adopted to increase the 
fund necessary for establishing the Insti- 
tution, while the greater part of that al- 
ready in hands, was still intended to be 
appropriated to the buildings, seeing also 
that some part of the smail portion not 
appropriated to the buildings (amounting 
to nearly =£1000) had been expended in 
inclosing the ground, they thought it ne- 
cessary again to remind the Managers of 
the impolicy of dissipating the funds in 
iuildings, and of depending on fuiure 
contingencies for procuring the means oi 
its becoming effectual, and therefore on 
the 1 3th of October, 1S0S, they sent 
them the following message.... 

" The Board of Visitors having devo- 
ted great attention to discover the best 
means of rescuing the Institution from 
anv unfavourable conclusions which the 
public may be inclined to draw from its 
present state of inactivity, as the result 
of their inquiries, earnestly represent to 
ine Managers the necessity of appropri- 
ating a certain sum to be applied solely 
to the Literary department. They are 
of opinion that .£10,001) should be set 
apart for this purpose, as being the smal- 
lest sum which can enable it to answer 
the ends for which it was formed. If 
the Managers acquiesce in this measure, 
the Visitors will then endeavour to ar- 
range a plan which may be acted upon 
at the beginning of tlie ensuing winter 
at farthest, and which may by that time 
have sufficient publicity to enable our 
countrymen to avail themselves of its ad- 
vantages. 

" Should the Managers agree to the 
specific disposition of the sum now men- 
tioned, which can be considered adequate 
only to the commencement of our design, 
they will pcrceite the urgency of recur- 
ring to such measures as marked the ear- 
ly days of the Institution, in order to pro- 
vide a sum sufucicat not only to complete 
the body, or mere external part, but al- 
so progressively to encrease its useful- 
ness, by extending the plan and facili- 
tating the acquirement of a literary educa- 
tion." 

The only notice taken of this message 
by the Managers, was the following Reso- 
lution on their books, oi the 3d of Novem- 
ber, 1S08.... 

" Resolved, That the Managers are of 
opinion, that the appropriation of any 
part of the funds for anv of the purposes 
mentioned in th« coinrAunicaiiuu of the 



Visitors, of the 1 3th inst. is at present pre- 
mature." 

On the 8th of November, the Visitors 
sent the following message to the Mana- 
gers... 

" The Visitors having seen on the Ma- 
nagers book, what they suppose was inten- 
ded as an answer to their late message, 
cannot avoid expressing their disappoint- 
ment on seeing so brief and unsatisfactory 
a reply made to their note. The Ma- 
nagers must be sensible, that in acting as 
they have done, the Visitors have exer- 
cised a right vested in them by the fun- 
damental Jaws of the Institution, which 
declare that they shall have authority to 
inspect at all times every department of the 
Institution. 

Desirous, therefore, that the measure 
recommended by them in th;;:rlast notice, 
should originate with the Board of Ma- 
nagers, rather than with the general Court 
of Proprietors, to which, in case of any 
avowed difference of opinion, it must ulti- 
mately be referred, and whose sentiments 
they are sensible, are perfectly conforma- 
ble to their own, the Visitors trust that 
the Managers will reconsider the sub- 
ject, and either unite with them in put- 
ting the measure into effect, or else ex- 
plain in detail the arguments which may 
have had such influence on their determi- 
nation." 

To this message the following answer 
was given on the 11th of November... 

" The Managers of the Academical In- 
stitution acknowledge, in the fullest ex- 
tent, the authority of the Visitors to in- 
spect at all times every department of the 
Institution, and will be much gratified 
by the sentiments of the Visitors on any 
point connected with the great object in 
view. At the same time, they feel it to 
be their boundeu duty to exercise then- 
own judgment on every department of 
the Institution, and also on every com- 
munication witli which they may be fa- 
voured by the Visitors. The appropria- 
tion of the sum of '^£10,000 to the pur- 
poses mentioned in the communication 
of the Visitors, or of any specific sum 
for those purposes, the Managers deem 
premature. The amount of the funds of 
the Institution are i ot yet ascertained ; 
neither the sum ne.:ssary for the build- 
ings. Besides, the Prospectus directs, 
that should circumstances arise which may 
delay the founding the number of Lec- 
tureships at first intended, a fewer num- 
ber -a, , :u be adopted, thereby pointing 
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out to the Managers, the necessity of at- 
tending to the funds of the Institution in 
filing the number of Professors. 

The Board of Visitors on receiving the 
above answer, came to the resolution 
?' that in consequence of their ignorance 
of the amount of the fund to be set apart 
for the literary department, the Visitors 
cannot draw up any detailed plan of the 
course of studies to be adopted ; and that 
thev do not think it necessary to meet 
oftener than once a month, until they 
shall have been provided with the infor- 
mation necessary to regulate their pro- 
ceedings on this subject.'-' 

In this state the affairs of the Institu- 
tion remained tUl after the passing of 
the bye-laws, under the act of incorpora- 
tion, by a general meeting held on the 
6th of November, IS 10. On the 29th of 
the same month, the Visitors thought it 
necessary to lay before the Managers a 
full and explicit statement of their opi- 
nion of the present state of the Institu- 
tion, and of the steps which appeared 
to them necessary to be pursued, in or- 
der to attain the end desired by the Pro- 
prietors, who had entrusted them with 
the management and inspection of their 
affairs. To this end they sent them the 

following MESSAGE... 

" On entering upon the exercise of 
our office, as Visitors, we mean to give 
you our sentiments on the present state 
of the Academical Institution ; satisfied, 
that both boards are alike zealous to com- 
plete an undertaking so connected with 
the true interests of this town and coun- 
try, and trusting that if we agree, our 
mutual object will be more speedily for- 
warded ; and if we differ, no harm can 
result from this private communication. 

" The questions which ciaim our at- 
tention at present, are, in what way is 
it best to expend the money we at pre- 
sent possess ; and by what means are we 
to get more to spend ? 

" It is, perhaps, fortunate, in one res- 
pect, that you have not advanced further 
in the work, as you will not have been 
Slurried into an expenditure upon the 
building, wholly incompatible with the 
real purposes of the Institution, It is 
certainly an object very desireable, but 
still we think an object of secondary im- 
portance, to have an edifice raised, both 
ornamental to the town, and convenient, 
in all respects, for the accommodation of 
masters and students, in all the depart- 
ments of science, proposed by this board 



to be taught in it. Such a building, no 
doubt, will be beneficial to the town, 
will form a fine termination to a street, 
and will probably *™ e tne ground rents, 
and rents of houses in that quarter ; but 
all this will, we think, depend upon a 
proviso, viz. of having a prospect of fur- 
nishing the house with masters whose a- 
bilities and reputation will attract a num- 
ber of scholars. Now, men of such char- 
acter, we insist upon it, can only be had, 
we may say purchased, in the literary- 
market, by endowments suitable to a la- 
borious, though dignified, and highly res- 
ponsible station. 

" The fees of students will, no doubt, 
in time, relieve you in part, from the 
appropriation of your funds to such sal- 
aries and endowments, as will, at first, 
be absolutely necessarv to fill your lec- 
tureships, or even your elementary school? 
with proper instructors, and to tempt 
them from previous settlements, to take 
part in an undertaking, where, though 
the prospect mav be flattering, the suc- 
cess is problematical. We think it, then, 
our duty to inform you, that if you suf- 
fer the whole, or nearly the whole of 
your present funds to be expended, or 
as we should rather sav, dissipated in a 
pile of bri.'k and mortar, however hand- 
some, or even convenient for the purpo- 
ses intended ; in thus making rooms, with- 
out any effort to fill them either with 
masters or scholars, you will be some- 
what in the same predicament of the ar- 
chitect, who built a high house, but for- 
got the place for the stairs. When Mr. 
Fox (then a young man) invited his 
friends to a new and elegant house of 
his in the country, and they were admi- 
ring the beauties of the prospect, all 
very beautiful, said Charles, but where is 
the prospect of paving the rent ? And 
it might be said of such a naked building 
as may be raised with the whole of 
your present funds, that all was conve- 
nient and w ell-contrived ; but where is 
the academy ? only in the prospectus. 
Two or three men cf eminent talent 
would contribute more to the success of 
your establishment, much more indeed, 
than were your whole plan of building 
with - fine front and double squares, to 
rise from the ground, like an exhalation, 
without any expense whatever. What 
shabby rooms had the elder Monro, and 
Culler., and Black to lecture in, but they 
were crouded rooms : these men made 
ths-t ttniveriitv. The new colkge of t- 
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dinburgb. is left in an unfinished state, 
with many thousands mispeiit upon it, 
and it mav be questioned whether were 
it completed, the number of students 
would be much encreased, though they 
might have superior accommodations. A 
Boerhaave and a Gaubius were sufficient 
to make a swamp in Holland the resort 
of students from all parts of the world. 
A Hucheson, a Reid, and a Smith ren- 
dered Glasgow as famous in another branch 
Of literature. Such men are the only mag- 
nets that can draw scholars sufficient to 
make an academy ; but to make such men, 
there must either be an adequate provi- 
sion from the fees of students, which in 
the present case is out of the question; 
or, there must be an adequate portion of 
pur funds allotted to the endowment and 
salaries of men fully qualified for their 
offices, until the time arrive, when a con- 
course of students may supply a portion 
of the annual income, and' yield the 
best ineitemtnt to the industry of teach- 
ers. 

" We, therefore, think it incumbent 
on the Managers, to get as soon as possi- 
ble, an exact calculation, subscribed by a 
creditable and capable architect, of the 
expense necessarv to complete the part of 
the building already undertaken. It has 
been said that this part alone will exhaust 
the whole of the money at present sub- 
scribed, and if this be the case, we think, 
that before the funds .re so dissipated, 
you should enter into some resolution as 
a record on your books, and a pledge of 
your intention with regard to the sala- 
ries of teachers, and endowment of lec- 
tures.— Whether it be your intention, af 
ter beginning where other people end, 
bv a wall* of inclosure, which however, 
serves no one purpose of inclosure, and 
after having finished two handsome dwel- 
ling houses, and several large rooms, whe- 
t\.;; it be your design to let them out 
i'ut hire to any schoolmasters who may 
offer, cr, whether now, that there is time 
for it, to pledge yourselves that a certain 
portion of whatever funds you have or 
may possess (say one half or one third) 
shall be faithfully applied to attract, and 
to secure proper teachers for the institu- 
tion, in doing so, you will, assuredly, 
show your own foresight, and justify the 
public expectation. The proprietors, at 
large, we are satisfied, rely on this being 
done, and until it be done, we think the 

* The expense rj building this 1-jj.U iva* near- 
ty £1000. 



amount of the sums alieady subscribed, 
will not be paid up, in the present un- 
certainty with respect to the proper mode 
of expending it. 

" Were a proper portion of your funds, 
from this day, to be dedicated, the inter- 
est thereon to accumulate, for the sole 
purpose of forming certain and secured 
salaries to teachers, you might then have 
a proper ground for publishing, at aa 
early day, by advertisement in the public 
papers, or in any other manner, such a. 
recompence for professional talent, as 
might induce competent men to disengage 
themselves from their present pursuits and 
attachments, and give them the necessary 
time for considering on the eligibility of 
a removal to a yet infant institution. It 
must be a considerable premium that will 
tempt to such a precarious undertaking;, 
men of adequate and approved abilities; 
for of other applicants", you will, no doubt, 
have abundance. But we trust to your 
responsibility and to your conscience, that 
you never will make the Academic Insti- 
tution worthless from the beginning, by 
an early admission of inefficient and inex- 
perienced teachers. We take this oppoi- 
tuuity of declaring, as bound by public 
duty, that as far as may depend upon 
our choice of masters, professors, or any 
other officers in the Academic Institution, 
we shall not suffer ourselves to be influ- 
enced by personal favour, affection, or 
partiality, but shall give our votes, sin- 
cerely and honestly, for those who we 
judge are best able to discharge their res- 
pective duties, and promote the general 
interests of the establishment; and in ma- 
king this resolution, which w r e design to 
enter on our books, we earnestly rc:con> 
mend to the managers, an adoption of 
the same solemn engagement. 

" We also think that no time should 
be lost in writing to those distinguished 
persons in the several departments of sci- 
ence, either in the different universities, 
or elsewhere, to point out and recom- 
mend from their knowledge such men aa 
they might think properly qualified for 
our several literary stations. The most 
eminent men, are, usually, the most li- 
beral ; and far from being actuated by lit- 
tle jealousies, or any spirit of literary mOr 
nopoly, %vould rejoice in the opportunity 
of scattering the seeds of science and lean- 
ing as widely as possible. Letters thu? 
addressed to men of distinguished liter- 
ary reputatation convey in themselves ■>. 
«ompiiir.cnt pleasing to them, and wouU 
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kelp to interest them in the fate and for- 
tunes of an infant undertaking. Such 
men are Mr. Davy of the Royal Institu- 
tion, Professor Dugald Stewart, Dr. Ai- 
kin of London, Richard Kirwan, Gen- 
eral Vallancey, Dr. Miliar, and we also 
think a correspondence should be enter- 
ed into with the Cork Institution, endea- 
vouring;, on our parts, by candid and li- 
beral statements to maintain the most 
friendly intercourse with that Institution, 
by whose greater experience and per- 
haps greater interest with men in office, 
we might receive pecuniary advantage 
as well as instruction, lie assured we stand 
■in need of instruction and advice in ma- 
ny particulars. 

" There is, we apprehend, much dan- 
ger at present, of the Belfast Institution 
slipping out of the minds and memories 
of the public, and of its friends at a 
distance ; and we think rvery practicable 
means ought to be taken by activity on 
»ur parts, to revive and give a fresh im- 
pulse to a zeal which was certain] v once 
manifested pretty generally, for the for- 
mation of such a collegiate academy. To 
revive zeal is no very easy thing to ac- 
complish. Wc think the presence of one 
able and experienced gentleman of lite- 
rary reputation, to be for some time on 
the spot, might be productive of much 
advantage in giving advice, and particu- 
larly in communicating something of se- 
rious activity in the business, something 
like the activity that most of us exert for 
our own personal advantage. This we 
fear will seldom if ever be effected bv 
stated meetings of boards, or committees 
of boards attended by a sort of honoura- 
ble compulsion, when we have nothing 
better to c-.ploy ourselves about. As to 
the means of encrea.iog our funds, every 
endeavour should be made to call the at- 
tention of the public, and revive a zeal 
which has lately (lagged partly from our 
own parcimony in some things, and pro- 
crastination in others. — We think that 
notwithstanding the high price of tim- 
ber, had a building rrait.iining only t'ne 
nmsiiry lecture-rooms, and school-rooms, 
been carried on with spirit and activity 
from the time you received your plan, 
the loss of perhaps a thousand or two 
would have been amply supplied by ha- 
ving carried the public zeal and encour- 
agement along with you, which has been 
suspended with the delay of the work, 
and suspended animation is as hard to 
revive in the public as iu the individual. 



There is a short-sighted, purblind eco- 
nomy in these matters, which misses its 
aim, and operates as fatally as the most 
thoughtless prodigality. 

" You ought, we think, to obtain a full 
knowledge of the amount, and disposi- 
tion, of the sum, we believe annually gran- 
ted by parliament, for the purpose of na- 
tional education in Ireland. Whether it 
be placed solely at the disposal of the 
Dublin Society, how much of it has been 
already given to certain local institu- 
tions, such as the Cork Institution, and 
whether you have any claim to a part 
of it in your present state, ok Ohly whert 
you become an academy in action, and 
not merely « in pi-ospectu." If the latter, 
it should be a new reason to quicken 
your progress to an active establishment. 
Application ought to be made to the 
proper officers of the Dublin Society for 
the purpose of obtaining- full knowledge 
on this subject. 

" It would also be expedient to gain 
the friendship and patronage of some 
members of parliament of influence, and 
the speediest and most effectual meas- 
ures ought to be taken to pre-occupy 
the minds of such men with impres- 
sions favourable to the Belfast Academi- 
cal Institution. 

" We have thus performed our duty in 
suggesting what we thought most advan- 
tageous to the Academical Institution, and 
you will perform your duty by taking 
these suggestions into your considera- 
tion ;" 2!>th November, 1810. 

The result of this communication ap- 
peared in the following resolutions of the 
Board of Managers... 

" That when the Superintendant shall 
have entered on his office, he shall be 
directed to make out an estimate of the 
expense of the intended work, to enable 
us to judge what sum may with proprie- 
ty be expended on the buildings. 

" That the Visitors be requested to 
correspond with such gentlemen of lite- 
rary abilities as they judge proper, in 
order to obtain their' advice and assist- 
ance, and that they would point out the 
probable expense attending the filling up 
the several Professorships. 

" That a petition to the Imperial Par- 
liament be prepared, praying pecuniary 
aid to the Institution. 

" That on the first meeting in March a 
motion will be brought forward, that not 
more than two-thirdsof the funds be ap- 
propriated to the buildings. 
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" That the Visitors be requested to write 
fo the Secretary of the Dublin Society, to 
*btain information of the money granted 
tu them for the purposes of education." 

In compliance with the Managers' wish, 
the following message was immediately 
»ent to them by the 'Visitors, December 
lath. 

" The Visitors adhering to the principles 
laid down in their last message, as to the 
fnode of expending the funds, beg leave 
to recall the Managers' attention to that 
part of it, in which they require that a 
certain part of the funds be unaliena- 
b.'y set apart for the support of Profes- 
sors, and they hope that the Managers 
will be convinced of the necessity of ap-- 
proprrating at least oue half of them to 
that purpose, when they take into consi- 
deration the following estimate of the 
•ipences attending each Professorship. 

" It is the opinion of this Board that 
an annua! salary of £100, and a free 
fcnuse of lis value of £30 per ann. will 
be necessary to induce a mail of abilities 
r:> settle here as a professor, and this is to 
be considered as exclusive of the appara- 
tus and other expences necessary to ena- 
ble the professor to deliver a course of lee - 
tores.* 

" ft is also the opinion of this Board, 
that the appointment of the following 
Professorships is indispe isibly necessary 
to lead to the establishment of a literary 
institution, in which the education of 
youth can he completed, 
i. Natural Philosophy. 
S!: Mathematics. 

3. Logic, Metaphysics andBelles Lettres. 
A. Moral Philosophy. 

To obviate the objection which may oc- 
cur to the Managers, that the appropri- 
ation of oue half of the fundi will so 
far lessen the portion necessary for car- 
rying on the buildings as to prevent 
their being erected ; it is suggested- that 
the part of the building now to be raised, 
mav be confined to the centre part of the 
range in Mr. Soane's plan, already adop- 
ted, viz. the part Contained between the 
two small arches or gateways, which 
will contain sufficient accommodation - for 
the departments of literature now recom- 
mended, and that the professors and mas- 
ters may be accommodated with tem- 
orary residences, until our funds admit 
of dwelling-houses to be erected, conform- 
ably to the original plan. 

* Thii is to be cenp.&reil 4( iajxjstndt.nt (jf 
**.• foer of Stinky 



No notice having beta taken of this 
message, the Visitors thought it necessary 
to repeat their message, in hopes of as- 
certaining the reason why the Minarets 
treated this important question with so 
much apparent indifference. On the l'Ol'i: 
of December they sent the following usct- 
sage.., 

" The Visitors feel extremely disap- 
pointed at the apparent neglect with which 
their two last messages have been receiv- 
ed by the Managers, as they find, on re- 
ferring to the minutes of the last Board of 
Managers, that no part of them of im- 
mediate importance, except one, has beer* 
noticed, viz. the appropriation of some 
portion of the funds to the literal v de- 
partments of the Institution, and that this 
has been deferred without any apparent 
cause to a distant day, while in the interim 
such expenses may be- incurred, us to ren- 
der the portiou of the fund's then to be 
appropriated so small, as to be totally 
inadequate tcv accomplish any extensive: 
literary object. They therefore beg leave 
to inform the Managers, that unless they 
come immediately to a full and' decisive 
resolution on this point, which is of pri- 
mary importance, the Visitors will feel it 
their duty to lay the question before the 
Proprietors, and to leave the decision to 
their fvnal tribunal. 

" They also beg leave to inform the 
Managers, tiiat they have endeavoured to 
investigate, as far as their means would 
permit, the channels by which money may 
be derived from the Dublin Society, and 
will continue so to do; but that it 'is im- 
possible to proceed upon that resolution 
of the Managers, which directs the Visit- 
ors to write to men of literary abilities, 
in order to obtain their advice and as- 
sistance, until they are acquainted witl* 
the portion of the funds to be appropria- 
ted to the literary departments. 

The only notice taken of this message, 
was the following resolution, entered on 
the Managers' book, Jan. I, 1311. 

Resolved, " That the Managers cannot 
give a decisive answer to this message, un- 
til they have received an estimate of the 
buildings." 

Having waited inefJectually for this es- 
timate, till the 17th of January, the Visit- 
ors came to the resolution of calling a gene- 
ral meeting of the Proprietors, on the 7th 
of February, 1811, and sent a notice of 
their intention to the Managers, conforma- 
bly to" the bye-laws. On receiving it, the 
Managers, for the first time, requested a 
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conference on the subject, with the board 
of Visitors ; and a deputation of two mem- 
bers of that board in consequence attended 
the Managers' meeting, Jan. 39th, and la d 
before them the following resolution of 
that board... 

" That it is the decided and unanimous 
opinion of the board of Visitors, that a 
specific part of the fund* now in existence, 
and of whatever funds may hereafter ac- 
crue to the Institution, be unalieuably set 
apart for the support of the literary de- 
partments." 

In consequence of this, the Managers 
came to the following resolution... 

" That on the next day of meeting, a 
motion shall be made, that not more than 
two-third3 of the funds be appropriated to 
the buildings." 

On the next meeting, February the 5th, 
previous to the discussion of the above 
question, an estimate of the buildings was 
laid before the meeting, which stated that 
the expense of erecting the part of the 
buiidjngs of which the foundations are now 
laid, would amount to £1160$ ; and that 
the part of this range which was pointed 
out by the Visitors, in their message of the 
12th December, would cost £S387^-in 
both cases independent of locks, grates and 
chimneys. 

At this meeting, the motion just men- 
tioned was negatived; and the following 
message transmitted to the Visitors... 

" The Managers inform the board of Vi- 
sitors, that they have negatived the above- 
mentioned resolution, in consequence of 
having received estimates by which they 
find, that the expense of erecting the cen- 
tre building only, will exceed the sum pro- 
posed to be set apart for the buildings." 

In the mean time the Visitors perceiving 
that the discussion of this question was 
protracted from day to day, without any 
hopes of its being decided in the manner 
which they deem necessary for the welfare, 
and even the existence of the Institution, 
gave the Managers notice of their final re- 
solution in the following message*.. 

" The board of Visitors still adhere to 
the reBolution stated to the Managers by 
their deputation, not only for the reasons 
declared in the several messages transmitted 
by themtothatboard,but because they think 
that the appropriation of a large portion 
of the funds for any specific purpose should 
be decided by the proprietors at large, and 
therefore persevere in their resolution of 
taking their opinion on the subject, trusting 



that the Managers concur with them ju 
leaving to that body, the decision of * 
question so important. In consequeuce, 
however, of the delay occasioned by the 
■late conference with the managers, they 
have resolved to postpone the proposed ge- 
neral meeting, till Thursday the 21st of 
February. In the mean time the Visitor* 
protest against any proceedings of the board 
of Managers which may tend to dissipate 
any part of the funds until this question 
shall have been decided by the general 
meeting of the proprietors." 

Such is the state of the question now be- 
fore the proprietors. It remains with them 
to decide what portion of the funds is to 
be applied to the buildings, and what to 
be set apart for the endowment of pro- 
fessorships, and for defraying the other ex- 
pences attending thef several courses of lec- 
tures proposed to be commenced, or of 
such of them as may be thought advisea- 
ble. If their decision coincides with the 
opinion of the Visitors, there is every rea- 
son to hope that some branches of litera- 
ture wiH be commenced as soon as suitable 
buildings are prepared for them ; and these 
buildings need by no means be expensive ; 
if, however, they differ, and think that the 
whole of the funds now in existence should 
be spent in building, another question still 
remains to be agitated ; how to raise a fund 
for the payment of those departments of 
literature, without which, whatever build- 
ings they erect, will be a cause of disgrace 
to those concerned in it, and of contempt 
toerery one who hears, the Institution na- 
med. 

At a general meeting of the proprietors 
of the Academical Institution, held in the 
Exchange Rooms, pursuant to public no- 
tice, on Thursday the 21st inst. — Edward 
May, e3q. Vice-President in the chair : 

It was resolved, that a specific portion 
of the funds now in existence, and such as 
shall hereafter accrue to the Institution, 
shall be unalienably set apart to the pay- 
ment of Professors and Teachers. 

That one-fourth of the money now in 
the bank shall be appropriated to the pay- 
ment of Professors and teachers and other 
literary arid scientific purposes. 

Mr. May having left the chair, and Mr. 
John Gregg having been called to it, it was 
unanimously resolved that the thanks of 
this meeting be given to Edward May, esq. 
for his very proper conduct in the chair. 

KDW-mid MA^fc, Vice-President. 
Jos. stevensqn, Secretary. 
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Subscriptions for defraying the ex- £. s. d. 

pences incurred by Mr. Finuerty, in the John Hancock 5 

late prosecution instituted against him. in Robert Tennent 5 

the court of King's-Bench, for a lilvi, re- W. D $ - - 

ceived by Robert Tennent, Belfast, John William John Hancock 1 

Hancock, Liaburn, and James Nicholson, A female friend to Irish Pa- 

Newry, triots 12 9 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT 

From January 20, till February 20. 

No favourable change has taken place in the state of the weather since last report. 
Much snow and rain have fallen, and the ground is so drenched with v/ef, that little or 
no wsrk can be done in the fields, except on light sandy soils, so that the farmer has once 
more the unpleasant prospect of having to struggle with a late seed time, besides the 
disadvantages always resulting from a wet cold winter, which renders the land more 
unfit for yielding good crops, than if the season had been dry and frosty. 

Those who occupy large tracts of ground, and have much tillage to perform, will 
be under the necessity of setting about it before the soil is in a proper state for plough- 
ing; it maybe we'.l if they avoid hinting the furrows until the weather becomes dry, 
or near the time of sowing, because if heavy rains fall before it is sown, a great deal 
of the fine mould raised by the plough will be washed away, and either fill up the fur- 
rows at the bottom of the fields, or be carried into the ditches, whilst the unhinted fur- 
rows being solid, resist the current of the water, and will sooner dry and break up finer 
at the sowing season. 

It is a fact well established by the experience of every intelligent farmer, "that much 
wet is extremely injurious to land occupied iu tillage, and in this humid climate, where 
the crops are oftener hurt by wet than dry seasons, it is particularly necessary that 
the farmer should attend to the laying up his land in such a manner as would most 
effectually carry off all superfluous moisture, during the rainy seasons, and to avoid 
as much as possible letting his cattle range through his fields during the winter, 
because their feet at that time injures the land exceedingly, by trampling it into holes, 
in which the water lodges, sours the soil, and unfits it for producing a crop. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

The linen market in Dublin has not been good, although it turned out 
better than had been expected. A large quantity of goods were sold, but at 
reduced prices. There was no demand from the United States of North Ame- 
rica, owing to our unsettled political relations with that country. Not a buyer 
attended from London, and very tew from Scotland. Some goods were bought for 
Manchester, and to supply the north of England, and some have been made up for 
Spain. If the ports of America were ope;i, we might expect a demand for fine lin- 
ens from that quarter ; but owiug to the high prices of coarse lir.eus with us, and 
the increase of American manufactures, but few of the lower descriptions are requi- 
red in that country to be imported, except those they receive from Germany and 
Russia, and which are preferred to ours. 

It is hoped that flaxseed will be on reasonable terms, and in sufficient abundance 
this season. Much remained from last year, and arrivals are daily, taking place 
from America. Little importation from Riga, and other ports in the Baltic can be 
expected. 

A letter from Liverpool gives the following dull account of trade in that gerat 
commercial mart. The many failures there, ai»d at Manchester, have spread a general 
gloom, and show the depressed state of our commercial interests, the errors of over- 
driven speculation, and the insecurity of our paper fabric, while all these evils are in- 
creased by an exclusion from the continent, 

" During the last fortnight, the demand for British Plantation Sugars, has been very 
dull, and the prices have declined, in the course of that period, ahout 2 a 3 per cwt. 
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